Pedal reconstructions for limb salvage.
If only one pedal artery is patent the vascular surgeon has to decide between primary amputation and a bypass. Between 1980 and 1990, 460 femoro-distal bypasses were performed in our clinic and 8% (39 cases) of these received a pedal reconstruction. At discharge from the hospital 85% of these grafts were patent. The primary goal of treatment, to maintain life and salvage the limb on the basis of a functioning bypass, was obtained in 82% of patients. After 1 year the secondary patency of our pedal reconstructions was 68%. Taking the mortality of amputations into account, vascular surgery to the foot arteries is preferable to amputation, whenever possible.